
 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The trustees of The Kabanda Trust would like to thank you for your continued support despite the difficulties of the 
last 18 months. We apologise for our lack of contact during the last year this is mostly due to the constraints of working 
under Covid 19 restrictions. On behalf of the children who attend Rock of Joy Children’s Centre in Lungujja, their 
family’s and the school staff, we continue to be extremely grateful for your kindness and generosity. We would also 
like to assure you that despite our lack of contact we have continued to pass on your donations to Rock of Joy which 
have provided much needed help through a period of immense challenges for them from both Covid and the political 
situation in Uganda.  We hope that the following information will give you some idea of the challenges our friends in 
Uganda have faced and the importance and encouragement of your support  to them.      
 
 
 
  
 

Newsletter   December 2021 

Support for the Community of Lungujja in Response to Covid 19 in Uganda 
With approx. 106,000 identified cases and just over 3000 deaths from Covid 19, Uganda has been in some 
form of lockdown and under curfew since April 2020. Their international borders were closed as were 
businesses, places of education, churches and the public transport system.  With no financial support 
from the government for people unable to work this has resulted in considerable financial challenges.  
Despite the lifting of some restrictions, schools have continued in lockdown but will resume in January 
2022.  As most people in the community that is served by Rock of Joy have not been earning, many have 
found life very difficult, especially not being able to buy food to eat.   This has resulted in hunger, a 
number of deaths and great distress. Pastor Steve & his wife Gladys continue to provide pastoral care 
and support for large numbers of people who have traumatised in various ways and they very much value 
our thoughts and prayers.  
 
Specific donations to our Community Fund have provided funding for Rock of Joy to support their 
children, families, and other community members. In collaboration with their local council, they have 
provided “Foodbank” type assistance to over 2000 families in crisis.   They are also supporting over 100 
pregnant women, many in desperate situations, who have been unable to access medical care, providing 
them with practical help, antenatal and health care.  As well as supporting a number of individuals with 
specific health problems they have given support to some small businesses to bring them back to life by 
purchasing goods in bulk and creating a small cooperative.  They have also used funding from TKT to build 
a well providing much needed access for their community to free, safe, fresh drinking water.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Pastor Steve (Director of Rock of Joy)  
“Because of the long lockdown situation here, to date, food remains a big challenge in our community, given the 
hard times they experience. As of now hunger victims have increased throughout the country and members of 
parliament on the opposition have started giving out food to people in some districts. We are only lucky that for our 
community in Lungujja, we have you, who have stepped in and helped us, and we thank you so much!  Rock of Joy 
as usual has quietly reached out to some hunger victims and the entire community; our ROJ staff, church members, 
and other various groups of vulnerable people, the youth, elderly, single mothers and hundreds of children. Much 
thanks to all of you friends who have corporately and individually sent their “love your neighbour gift” through the 
churches and schools.  And thanks to the members of Trentham Parish Church who by sacrificing a meal have helped 
us give food to many people here.  Dear Kabanda Trust supporters, we thank you for the wonderful kindness you 
have shown unto us the people of Lungujja”.   
 
 
 
 

A typical small business 
Women receiving items for their babies Food distribution The new community well 



 

	
 
 
 
Since April 2020 the school has been in almost continuous lockdown.  This has created a considerable anxiety 
for the well-being of the children most of whom live in very basic cramped conditions with no access to 
electricity or running water.  When possible, the teachers have tried to keep in contact 
with the children, but this has been a considerable challenge.  The welfare of the school 
staff has also been a concern.   With no furlough type assistance and the school buses 
which provide their salaries, out of action, your monthly donations have helped pay the 
teachers whose individual salaries range from £5) – 150 per month.   As lockdown 
conditions have allowed, they have tried to keep in contact with the children, but this 
has often proved difficult.   Earlier in the year the school was issued with obligatory 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) and ROJ has tried to create the space required 
to ensure the social distancing on the school premises.  They have purchased extra 
dustbins and installed water butts to ensure hand washing and good hygiene at the 
various points in the school.   
 
Repairs and Renovations 

In preparation for the re-opening of the school, when 
it has been possible, they have carried out repairs and 
renovations to the dormitories and classrooms, 
replacing and installing new windows and doors, 
painting, rewiring, and turning the former staff room 
into an isolation room.   They have bought additional 
desks to allow for social distancing in the classrooms 
and have put in new windows to increase ventilation.  
These preparations have all been funded by your 
regular monthly donations.  

 
New Kitchen and Dining Hall 

In December 2019 we funded the 
purchase of land that housed the 
school kitchen and dining hall which 
RoJ had previously rented.  Their 
school authorities insisted that 
these were replaced before the 
school re-opens.  We have now been 
able to fund replacement buildings 
and work is currently underway to 
construct a new brick kitchen and 

dining room ready for the expected return of the children in January.  
This will need equipping with a new industrial stove, large pots and pans as well as tables, chairs and the 
necessary equipment to provide meals for the 300 children who attend Rock of Joy.   

Old wooden building 
Construction underway today  

 (24 Nov 21) 

Pastor Steve says:	“From Ramshackle to Beauty!  Our kitchen and dining spaces were in a very sorry state, now 
there is order. A proper hall, a proper store for food, a separate room for a kitchen, a well organised hall and toilet 
facilities.  The two streams of often stagnant water that have been flowing around the kitchen are now covered and 
safe and we have a special room for our cook in the same building.  It seems like a palace!  Now all that is needed is 
roofing, plastering the walls, installing windows and doors, a floor, installation of solar panels to provide electricity 
and, an oven!   Our children will be so excited to see it. We cannot thank you enough dear friends.”  (received @ 15:20 
on 24 Nov 2021) 	
	
	
	
	

Developments at Rock of Joy  



 

	

 

Healthcare 
Joy, our Local Administrator at RoJ reports:  Our School Nurse, Annette, has been 
working tirelessly handling many health issues with children, their families and older people 
in the community. This is because most people are shunning the free government hospitals, 
because of the high numbers of Covid-19 patients there. She however isn’t handling covid-19 
patients herself. Because of Covid-19 other illnesses have been overshadowed such as 
malaria, cholera, influenza, typhoid, HIV Aids and are no longer given as much attention at 

the main health centres. Our nurse is dealing with some of these 
illnesses. As well as giving out mosquito nets to families who 
need them, she is also providing some antenatal care and 
teaching to our ladies who have not able to go to clinics. She’s 
safe! we too are! thanks to the hand washing facilities which we 
regularly fill with water and soap for hand washing coupled with hand sanitizers and 
temperature guns in place. We are grateful for the financial support you sent to us to fulfil the 
needs of our Standard Operating Procedures. The temperature guns however need a regular 
replacement as they are often substandard and so get spoilt quickly. This is a challenge when 
they need replacing.   
	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Stars 2021 
Each year we try to find 5 sponsors to support 5 graduates from Rock of 
Joy to receive a secondary education. This costs £15 per month. Whilst 
their education has been much disrupted over the last year, there are now 
20 young people, known as Rock Stars, studying at a nearby Mackay 
Secondary School and others attending a vocational training college.  We 
have 5 new Rock Stars from 2021 who have not yet been able to start 
secondary school. If you would be interested in helping one of them please 
complete the enclosed form.     
 
 
 
Report on our Rock Stars from Joy: Like the rest of us, our students at Mackay are at home as our lockdown 
continues.  During the year some of them have had perhaps 6 weeks at school but most have just been at home.  It 
is a challenge as most do not have electricity in their homes and no way of continuing to study.  However, we are 
encouraging them to keep productive. A few have gone to stay away with relatives until schools are re-opened but 
for the few we can still see, the have engaged in small practical projects to keep themselves busy.  Sadly, some of 
our students have lost loved ones during the lockdown, but so far none of our Rock Stars has got any alarming health 
complications, nor pregnancy cases, so we thank the Lord we are not going to have any of them drop out of school.  
We are hoping that they will be able to return to their studies in January 2022 when all schools will be allowed to 
return.   
 
Some students who completed their A levels previously are still upgrading their academics: Patrick at Dentistry 
School, Margaret doing secretarial studies at university and as for Jordan, he has excelled although he has a very 
challenging home situation.  He has done so well he has received a scholarship from the Japanese government and 
is now in Japan for 5 years studying offshore oil and gas mechanics! We are amazed at his achievement.  
(Congratulations Jordan ed.)  Patricia and Sarah are now both running small personal businesses, doing pretty 
well for themselves and supporting their families. Dennis is now busy as a skilled bricklayer and Florence continues 
to be a member of our teaching staff here at Rock of Joy.  The students who have moved to Vocational training are 
also doing well.  Martin with his carpentry has the opportunity to do some for the UN! Isaac with his tailoring joined 
one of the biggest mattress companies here to make mattress covers, Peter and Edward are busy with their metal 
work and Sharifa also with her tailoring.  We thank the sponsors and the Lord that these young people now have 
skills that help them to support themselves and their families.  Indeed, they have hope for the future.   
 

Other activities at Rock of Joy  
 

Nurse Annette  	

A new mother who Nurse 
Annette has  helped 



 

Support the work of The Kabanda Trus 

If you would like to help support Rock of Joy, please complete the enclosed form & return it to us with your 
donation at the address below. We accept cheques, cash or transfers into our bank account.  Alternatively 
you may choose to donate to us via www.Just Giving.com and search for The Kabanda Trust on their website.     
 
We are not able to offer Alternative Gifts this year but below are items that Rock of Joy need as they 
prepare for the children to return to school in January 2022.  If you would like to make a donation towards 
the cost of these items, please indicate on the enclosed form.  Please note, donations to our General Fund are 
used for the benefit of Rock of Joy.   
 
(AG1) KITCHEN & DINING EQUIPMENT: A new oven for their kitchen will cost £1500.  Extra-large 
saucepans cost £120.  They also need 20 tables and 100 chairs new school dining hall all at £10 each.    
 
(AG2) UNIFORM:  when the children return to school in Jan 22 there will be a great need for uniforms. They 
have not been at school since Mar 2020 and most will have grown.  They will also make their own masks.   A 
school uniform  = £15  
 
(AG3) BOOKS: The school faces considerable challenges in its library due to lack of some books used as 
reference in their teaching syllabus. Others are now old but still being used despite multiple repairs !  Two 
reference books = £10 
 
(AG4) TEACHERS:  ROJ teachers salaries were being paid by income raised from their buses which ran as 
part of their transport system.  Currently these are only working at half capacity.  Help to pay the school 
staff.   A Teachers for a month = £50 
 
(AG5) HEALTHCARE:  The healthcare that Nurse Annette provides is vital for the children and their 
families.  Medicines, Vaccinations and Malaria testing  = £10 or a Mosquito net  = £5 
 
(AG6) COMMUNITY SUPPORT:  A food parcel of rice, flour, sugar, soya beans & salt supports a struggling 
family for a fortnight.  Pregnant mothers are helped with antenatal care, items for their babies and medical 
care if needed.  A Food Parcel  = £20 or Care for an expectant Mother  = £25  
 

Support the work of The Kabanda Trust @ Rock of Joy   

Provide a PLACE of HOPE at Rock of Joy for 
£10 per month 

Children from families who cannot afford school fees are 
given free education & healthcare at Rock of Joy.  Being 
able to access an education gives a child and their family 
hope for the future.  You might like to give £10 a month 
which helps us provide all that a child needs for their 
schooling including a school uniform and a meal every day. 
If you would like to provide a free education for a child, 
please complete and return the enclosed form.  
 
 
 

Sponsor a ROCK STAR 2020 - 21 for 
£15 per month 

Each year we try to find 5 sponsors to support 5 
graduates from Rock of Joy to receive a secondary 
education at nearby Mackay Secondary School and then 
at a vocational training college.  We have 5 new Rock 
Stars from 2021 who have not yet been able to start 
secondary school as well as this year’s graduates.  If you 
would be interested in helping one of them please 
complete and return the enclosed form.     
 
 
 

To visit our website please go to  www.thekabandatrust.org.uk  this continues to be developed and we are grateful to Olivia 
Moore who has given her time to this.    PLEASE NOTE our new email address.  We would like to save paper & postage and 
contact you by email in future.  To help us with this, if you have an email address, please would you confirm your email address 
by sending one to us asking us to communicate with you via email. admin@thekabandatrust.org.uk. 
 

BECOME a REGULAR SUPPORTER  
We particularly appreciate  regular donations  as this helps us to budget and provide  

regular income to Rock of Joy.   Please consider the two options below. 


